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BOOK REVIEW 

LJT CHABGE OF 

M. E. CAMERON, R.N. 

A History of Nursing, edited, and in part, written by Lavinia L. 
Dock, R.N., Secretary of the International Council of Nurses, Grad- 
uate of Bellevue Training School, New York City. In four volumes. 
Volumes III and IV, price, $5.00 ; or $10.00 the set. G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 2-4-6 West 45th St., New York. 

The two final volumes of this truly great work come six years after 
the two early numbers of the book, which brought the history down to 
modern times and to the problems of the present day. To properly appre- 
ciate the tremendous achievement that the work represents, one must 
bear in mind the difficulties that were encountered in collecting data from 
world-wide sources. Miss Dock says this would have been impossible, 
in the time at her disposal, had it not been for the opportunities presented 
by the International Council of meeting representative nurses from 
almost all parts of the world. Miss Nutting, who was joint author with 
Miss Dock in the first two volumes, was obliged to withdraw from the 
work when they were finished, but she gratefully shares honors with a 
long list of those who have assisted her with material, etc., in the last 
two volumes. " The Story of the Nurses of Great Britain and Ireland," 
makes exciting reading, although the struggle is largely carried on in 
England — neither Ireland nor Scotland having been called to such stren- 
uous encounter as yet. England has been the scene of desperate struggles 
for organization. Led by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, the English nurses have 
fought a long and hard battle for self-government and economic emanci- 
pation. " In no other country, have trained nurses in their work for 
legal status, had to contend for so many years with the misrepresentations 
and hostility of the non-professionally interested nursing press. If the 
story of the struggle for nursing organization in the United Kingdom 
serves as a lesson to the nurses of other nations, in showing them where 
their strength and weakness lie, the quarters from which opposition will 
inevitably arise, and the tenacity of purpose, courage, and self-sacrifice, 
needed by those who take the work of woman's organization in hand, this 
chapter of nursing history will not have been written in vain," so says 
Miss Dock in summing up the situation in Great Britain; and indeed 
the struggle which the various states have witnessed over the question 
of registration in our own country seems to be mild and charitable 
when compared with the bitterness and venom called forth by the same 
questions in England. The contrast between nursing in the northern 
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countries of Europe and nursing in France and Spain opens up the way 
for more discussion than space allows, but one must not fail to give it 
careful reading. 

Nursing in the United States must interest us all because there are 
still so many who have lived that part of the history. There is also a 
long roll call of those who have passed on, whose names as we read them 
call up kind memories. Many of them indeed were the founders and 
organizers of our present state and national associations; needless to say, 
the name of Isabel Hampton Robb heads the list. Special prominence is 
given to the work of establishing self-governing organizations, and to 
state registration. The development of nursing in its many branches the 
author does not dwell on, as she says that these special lines have their 
own records and their own histories. Again, " Many problems of great 
professional importance, such as private nursing with its attendant evil of 
commercial agencies, and its hopeful outlook, through central, profes- 
sionally controlled clubs and directories; institutional work and its status, 
and even more serious, the vast influx of young girls of faulty rearing 
and imperfect education into nursing, with the consequent dilution of 
standards, — many such problems have been left untreated, not because 
their importance has been overlooked, but for want of space to do them 
justice." " Such problems are always with us and in our professional 
press we have a forum for their discussion." 

" The advance in self-governing organization on the other hand with 
its plea for state registration may be thought to have an undue share of 
space, but this movement is new and of great significance, resulting from 
the incessant efforts of women who have had no time to write down the 
history they have made and are busy making." But while the problems 
that we of the English-speaking countries have to deal with are of para- 
mount importance, the experiences of those countries where history has 
not advanced beyond beginnings are fascinating reading — pioneer work 
is still calling for volunteers and opportunities for service are to be 
found in many different parts of the world. In Labrador, in the Far 
East, in Africa, in the Philippines, in the beautiful old hospitals of 
Italy and Spain where alas the nursing is so far behind — space forbids us 
to linger over the many fascinating features of the book but we must 
call attention to Miss Dock's splendid generosity in donating the pro- 
ceeds of these last two volumes to the cause so dear to her heart. A note 
faces the dedication, " To the members of the nursing profession " and 
reads as follows: "The work of preparing Vols. Ill and IV has been 
contributed for the service of the nursing profession, and the amount 
accruing from the sales is to be contributed to the fund of the Inter- 
national Council of Nurses." 



